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IOWAN OF THE WEEK—CHRISTIAN
VANDEHAAR

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing lowa’s Bondurant-Farrar High
School’s art teacher Christian Vandehaar for
his hard work in his community and his contin-
ued contributions to his students’ success.

Mr. Vandehaar is a true public servant. He
has been teaching 9th through 12th grade art
classes at Bondurant-Farrar High School for
nine years. Mr. Vandehaar received his Bach-
elor of Fine Art degree from lowa State Uni-
versity and his master’s from Drake University.
He decided to become an art teacher because
he enjoys helping others and seeing them
reach their full potential.

With help from Mr. Vandehaar’s passion for
the arts, Bondurant-Farrar High School has
been recognized as one of lowa’s top three
All-State Art Schools, with his school earning
the number one overall spot in 2018. Students
from Mr. Vandehaars art classes have had
success at state and national competitions, in-
cluding the Congressional Art Competition.
Under Mr. Vandehaar, art students from
Bondurant-Farrar High School have been se-
lected for the Congressional Art Competition
for five of the past six years. 12 of his stu-
dents have even earned All-State honors with-
in the last four years. The accolades continue
with three Gold and Silver medals in the Na-
tional Scholastic Competition, two Grant Wood
Legacy Prize Awards, and a National Scho-
lastic American Vision Medal.

Outside of the classroom, Mr. Vandehaar
and his students have worked with the
Bondurant Community Foundation to create a
100-foot mural along an area bike path. How-
ever, Mr. Vandehaars proudest accomplish-
ment is his Art Canned Food Drive, which
challenges classes to donate the most canned
items for their Combat Hunger week. Through
his initiative, students have donated over
15,000 items in the last seven years.

It is an honor to commemorate Mr.
Vandehaar’s outstanding achievements in his
school and his community. | have great re-
spect and admiration for our educators and
am particularly thankful for the strong founda-
tion they are giving our kids. As the mother of
two boys, | know that a quality education is
crucial to success. Mr. Vandehaar is not only
helping his students succeed in the arts, but
teaching them actively engage with their com-
munity.

| applaud Mr. Vandehaar for his hard work
and dedication, and | congratulate him and his
students for their success.

RECOGNIZING SOUTH MIAMI
MAYOR PHILIP STODDARD’S TEN
YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. DONNA E. SHALALA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Ms. SHALALA. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of Philip Stoddard, mayor of South
Miami. First elected in 2010, he has gained a
reputation as one of the most environmentally
conscious mayors in the United States.

Ten years ago, Mayor Stoddard imple-
mented term limits for city officials, preventing
himself from serving more than five two-year
terms. Now, as he nears the end of his final
term, Mayor Stoddard can look back on his
time in office with pride He fundamentally
changed the standards of public policy in the
city of South Miami.

A biology professor at Florida International
University, Mayor Stoddard made environ-
mental science and conservation a priority for
the city. He signed laws requiring the installa-
tion of solar panels on new homes and ban-
ning pesticide spraying in the city. Last year,
he led South Miami to commit to a goal of 100
percent renewable energy citywide by 2040.

Mayor Stoddard’s expertise in environmental
public policy extended beyond South Miami. In
2015, he helped the Obama administration de-
velop policy to address sea level rise.

Mayor Stoddard is an inspiration for all of us
who hope to help South Florida become
greener and more resilient to climate change.
I’'m grateful for his decade of service and wish
him all the best in his future endeavors.

————

APPROVING REQUEST OF SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
FOR WAIVER UNDER SECTION

1703E(f) OF TITLE 38, UNITED
STATES CODE
SPEECH OF
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 13, 2020

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a
senior Member of Congress, | rise in support
of H.J. Res. 80, which requires the approval of
the request of the Secretary of Veterans’ Af-
fairs for a waiver under section 1703E(f) of 38
U.S.C., which provides for the Veterans’ Com-
munity Care Program.

As a strong proponent of veteran care, |
support this resolution because our veterans
deserve to receive the maximum quality of
hospital care, medical services and extended
care services.

This resolution will improve the quality of
dental care granted to our veterans by allow-
ing them a more diverse group of dental pro-
viders to choose from, at affordable rates.

There are a total of 9.1 million enrollees in
the Veterans’ Affairs Health Care system.

This resolution gives veterans the oppor-
tunity to use Veterans’ Affairs administrative
support to search for non-VA, pro bono or dis-
counted dental services.

Over 580,000 Veterans with comprehensive
dental care benefits were provided dental care
in Fiscal Year 2019.

Veterans identified as Class |, those with a
service-connected compensable dental dis-
ability or condition, are eligible for any dental
care needed.

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
has created a new community care program
that allows veterans more choice in health
care providers.

These revolutionary modifications will ex-
tend services to over 28,000 veterans within
the 18th Congressional District.

The Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center
in Houston provides a full range of health care
services that include trauma recovery, mental
health, and substance dependence programs
to veterans.

Waiving section 1703E(f) of 38 U.S.C,,
United States allows the Veterans Community
Care Program to keep the methods that are
used for veteran medical services as up to
date as possible and to ensure that veterans
have access to dental care when needed.

| ask my colleagues from both sides of the
aisle to vote in support of H.J. Res. 80.

———

CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE
OF TAIWAN FOR HOLDING SUC-
CESSFUL ELECTIONS AND COM-
MENDING PRESIDENT TSAI ING-
WEN ON HER REELECTION

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the people of Taiwan for
holding successful elections on January 11,
2020 and commend President Tsai Ing-wen
on her re-election. Free and fair elections are
a core tenet of democratic societies and it is
encouraging to see the people of Taiwan con-
tinue to enthusiastically embrace their civic
duty, especially in the face of significant elec-
tion meddling on the part of the People’s Re-
public of China.

The United States and Taiwan have long
enjoyed a close friendship, with strong bonds
forged through our economic, trade, and secu-
rity ties. It is critical that the United States
never loses sight of the importance Taiwan
will play in our efforts to assure a prosperous
and peaceful rise for all our friends and allies
in the region.

Taiwan’s dedication to democracy, freedom,
and the rule of law make it not only a great
partner for the United States, but a beacon of
hope for all countries striving to protect and
further democratic ideals.

Madam Speaker, | again congratulate our
friends in Taiwan and President Tsai Ing-wen
on this momentous occasion.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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SCOTT JONES’ QUEST OF ALL 419
NATIONAL PARKS

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Scott Jones, who last summer
completed a quest to see all 419 units of our
National Park System, an impressive feat. Ap-
parently, this wasn’t enough for Mr. Jones
though, who added all the National Monu-
ments and National Conservation Areas man-
aged by the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau
of Land Management just for good measure.
On August 26, 2019, Mr Jones became the
first person to visit all 478 of the federal pro-
tected lands he calls our nation’s Treasured
Places.

The list includes some of our most iconic
and inspiring landscapes (such as Grand Can-
yon and Yellowstone), and places that serve
to interpret some of our most important histor-
ical lessons (Gettysburg and the Lincoln Me-
morial). Mr. Jones’ travels took him to both the
best of America, and to places that help us re-
member the turbulent and even unsavory his-
tory that is part of our shared national experi-
ence. Mr. Jones is quick to admit that each
trip was an education and his experiences at
many sites were rich opportunities to under-
stand more about himself and about the
United States.

For instance, Mr. Jones spoke to local re-
porters about his moving experience at Tope-
ka’s Brown V. Board of Education National
Historic Site in Topeka, Kansas, which chron-
icles the fight to end school segregation. He
recalled walking down a hallway lined as video
of people yelling racial epithets played around
him—mimicking the experience of Linda
Brown on her walk to school.

From Topeka to 477 other sites, the Treas-
ured Places quest took almost 15 years and
involved a lot of travel. Mr Jones started out
just like anyone would, visiting places close to
his home in Phoenix, Arizona, but he had to
venture a bit further than most, with trips to in-
terior Alaska, the Northern woods, and even
the War in the Pacific National Historical Park
in Guam, his farthest trip at over 6,500 miles.

Mr. Jones’ quest was not just a personal
whim, he used it as an opportunity to inspire
others. Through his blog and social media, he
invited anyone interested to follow his adven-
tures. Each of his quests are designed to en-
courage others to “just get out more” at what-
ever ability and with whatever time each of us
has, whether for just a day trip or an epic ad-
venture. His three slogans: explore eagerly,
travel cheaply, and adventure often.

Many of his trips provide examples of how
achievable and inexpensive it is to visit some
of our nation’s exceptional public lands. He
completed this quest while working full-time for
conservation nonprofits and made a point of
not counting any visits that were made for his
job toward completion of the total goal.

But for Mr Jones, adventuring is a constant
goal and his thirst for adventures is far from
slaked. In 2016, to celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the National Park Service, he took
an epic trip to visit 100 parks in 100 days. He
examined every “World Largest Ball of
Twine”—all three of them—while making his
way to every state in the U.S. In the future, he

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

plans to climb to the highest point in every
county in Arizona and he plans to visit 50 dif-
ferent countries by the time he turns 50.

A proud graduate of Arizona State Univer-
sity, Mr. Jones is a fanatic supporter of ASU
Sun Devil football. Ever the explorer, even this
interest has become another quest—Mr Jones
has been to 8 of the 12 football stadiums of
the PAC—-12.

Now that his personal Treasured Places
quest is complete, Mr. Jones continues to en-
courage others to undertake their own quests
to visit these places with the help of his
website, treasuredplaces.us.

Mr. Jones is an exemplary person, who
transformed a personal interest in parks and
special places into a quest that he has shared
as an inspiring invitation. His efforts truly do
encourage all of us to make the time and ef-
fort to “get out there more” and enjoy our
country’s many treasured places.

——
COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING JOYCE IRENE

MARTRATT ON THE OCCASION
OF HER RETIREMENT

HON. MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Joyce Irene Martratt on
her retirement.

Born on August 28, 1939, Joyce is a World
War Il survivor of the Japanese occupation.
After the war, she grew to be fearless and had
a thirst for knowledge, immersing herself into
every learning opportunity she could.

Joyce started her career as an educator,
teaching a first-grade special needs class at
the old Barrigada Elementary School. She
also taught 3rd and 6th grade levels. Years
later, she obtained a temporary job at the An-
dersen Air Force Base at the Civilian Per-
sonnel Office as a clerk typist, and with her
hard work and authenticity, she persistently
thrived. Joyce gained a great deal of experi-
ence over the years as a civilian employee
and worked within the SAC’s 3960th Civil En-
gineering Squadron Material Control Section,
Programs and Planning, Operations and Main-
tenance, and eventually moved to the 3960th
Civil Engineering Squadron’s Commander’s of-
fice, to name a few. In 1974, both needing a
secretary, the Commander, and Vice Com-
mander determined to integrate the position
and personally requested for Joyce to accept
the offer.

On July 18, 2005, she took her final transfer
to the 36th Wing Commander, which is where
the “Ask Joyce” column was developed. The
column was placed in the Andersen Air Force
Base paper, “Pacific Edge” and served as an
informative outlet to learn about Guam’s cul-
ture and society. Due to its immense popu-
larity, the people of Guam still remember the
details of her column to this day.

Joyce served alongside notable leaders,
and amongst the most skilled airmen and civil
servants who recognized her as a distin-
guished woman of character who cared deeply
for our island. | thank Joyce for her many
years of service and wish her the best in a
much-deserved retirement.

January 14, 2020

RECOGNIZING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SOUTHERN ILLI-
NOIS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Southern lllinois Healthcare Foun-
dation on its thirty-fifth anniversary.

Southern lllinois Healthcare Foundation, or
simply SIHF as its known in the area, had its
start in 1984 when a group of community lead-
ers recognized the need to attract physicians
to the Metro-East of the St. Louis Metropolitan
area. SIHF opened its first site in Centreville
on January 7, 1985 with a physician, a nurse,
and a director. Today, SIHF serves 1,100-plus
patients each day with open arms and a dedi-
cation to providing compassionate, com-
prehensive and efficient care.

Community collaboration has been the key
to SIHF’s success. SIHF has fostered a dy-
namic approach to caring that includes shared
staff, coordinated services and a joint ap-
proach to community problems. To that end,
SIHF has partnered in collaborative efforts
with dozens of community, civic, govern-
mental, and various health care groups
throughout the region. The single focus of
these linkages has been to improve access,
expand coverage, and provide the most effi-
cient and effective care possible. The effec-
tiveness of these initiatives has had a pro-
found effect on the area.

Madam Speaker, it is with great pleasure |
stand to recognize Southern lllinois Healthcare
Foundation. SIHF has embraced its role of
being a leading provider of health care for thir-
ty-five years, and in that capacity has bene-
fited thousands, a record of service | am
pleased to acknowledge today. And with its
single-minded focus on providing the very best
health care to the area, | can confidently pre-
dict many more years of success for Southern
lllinois Healthcare Foundation.

————————

CYBERSECURITY AND FINANCIAL
SYSTEM RESILIENCE ACT OF 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 13, 2020

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a
senior member of the Homeland Security
Committee and its Subcommittee on Cyberse-
curity, Infrastructure Protection, and Innova-
tion, | rise in strong support of H.R. 4458, the
“Cybersecurity and Financial System Resil-
ience Act of 2019.”

The bill before us requires the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System to
submit a report to Congress, explaining the
measures taken to strengthen cybersecurity
functions within the Federal Reserve System.

In recent years, cybercrimes across the
world have become increasingly commonplace
and a serious threat to the American people.

In a 2018 Gallup Poll, 71 percent of Ameri-
cans say they frequently or occasionally worry
about being victims to a cybercrime whereas
less than 30 percent of Americans worried
about being victims in a violent crime.
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With cybercrimes like the WannaCry
ransomware attack of 2017, which remains
one of the worst ransomware attacks in history
with over 150 countries affected and over 4
billion dollars pilfered by cyber thieves, people,
businesses, and governments across the
globe are at risk.

In the United States, the financial services
industry suffers from the highest average an-
nual costs due to cybercrimes like data
breaches, ransomware, phishing, and identity
theft.

Over the last 10 years, the Government Ac-
countability Office has found that the number
of cyber attacks that target federal agencies
has increased from 5,500 to over 77,000 per
year.

Madam Speaker, this legislation will help
prevent a potential cyber threat to the global
financial system.

Requiring increased reporting and informa-
tion sharing for the Federal Reserve will
strengthen current protocols and create new
policies to address threats like the destruction
of information without official authorization,
malware attacks, and the denial of service ac-
tivities.

This bill will also lay the foundation for fur-
ther cybersecurity efforts among departments
and agencies of the Federal Government, for-
eign central banks, and other partners.

| ask all members from both sides of the
aisle to join me in voting to pass H.R. 4458.

——————

HONORING STEVE MARTINEZ OF
EAGLE IDAHO

HON. RUSS FULCHER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. FULCHER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a fellow Idahoan who reas-
sured, restored, and comforted the community
of builders in Idaho during a difficult time.
Sadly, today, | also honor the life and passing
of Frankie Hickman, who ran the Idaho Build-
ers Contractors Association for 27 years.
Frankie was the Executive Officer of the Idaho
Building Contractors Association and a lifeline
for the community in Idaho. During her final
months and after her passing, Steve Martinez,
stepped in to fill the long-time role of Frankie.
When all were grieving the loss of her pres-
ence at the IBCA, Steve helped to pick up the
pieces, reassure staff, and maintain a contin-
ued legacy for IBCA. He also helped Frankie
in the most difficult months of her life, because
in the end, IBCA was her life. Frankie, unable
to fulfill her role, entrusted Steve with the ar-
duous task of continuing the hard work at the
IBCA. Steve has a passion and heart for the
building industry. It shows in his love for the
people, customers, and partners at IBCA. He
follows in his father's footsteps and serves as
National Builders representative for ldaho, rep-
resenting Idaho at the National Association of
Home Builders. Steve displays the qualities
we all strive to be, and | am honored to show-
case his work for a brief but permanent mo-
ment in the House of Representatives.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MS. KATIE
MAZZOLA

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Katie Mazzola and her
service to Virginia’s First District.

Katie earned her Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science with a concentration in National Secu-
rity from Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, VA.
While at Tech, Katie served in the Corps of
Cadets where she quickly climbed the ranks,
culminating in Executive Officer who was in
charge of over 200 cadets. Katie also served
as a Division Leader for the Coast Guard Aux-
iliary University Programs, commanding 22
units nationwide. Following a knee injury,
Katie’s plans to commission into the Coast
Guard were changed. Ever the servant leader,
she knew she wanted to continue to serve our
great nation.

Katie began her service in my office as an
intern in the summer and winter of 2016 be-
fore becoming my Staff Assistant in May 2017.
During her years serving Virginia’s First Dis-
trict, Katie has been on the front line of my of-
fice in many roles, including hiring and training
our D.C. interns, coordinating tours, assisting
my staff and me, managing our constituent
services database, responding to over 36,000
pieces of constituent mail, and assisting with
my proactive constituent outreach. Katie has
also been responsible for a legislative portfolio
including health, labor, education, workforce
development, family values, women’s issues,
and religious issues. Katie has been my lead
staffer on the Congressional Public Health
Caucus of which | am a Co-Chair. Additionally,
Katie successfully created my CTE Task
Force, shedding light on the importance of
CTE and STEM programs as a way to cul-
tivate the skillsets needed for students to suc-
ceed in today’s workforce. In addition to her
official duties, Katie has never missed an op-
portunity to update my office on the most re-
cent Virginia Tech game—Go Hokies.

Since her first day in my office, Katie has al-
ways upheld the values of honor, respect, and
devotion to duty in service to the people of the
First District. Her commitment to servant lead-
ership, constituent services, and integrity are
without equal. | have no doubt that Katie will
continue to excel as she begins this new
chapter—her best and brightest years are still
ahead.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
recognizing Katie Mazzola for her dedicated
service to Virginia’s First District. May God
bless Katie as she continues her career in
public service.

HONORING MR. CHARLES SCHUCK
HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Madam Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to Mr. Charles Schuck and cele-
brate his 100th birthday, which occurred this
past August. From the time he graduated high
school, he has served our country dutifully in
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many roles including as a Sergeant in the Ma-
rine Corps during World War I, the Chief of
the Flight Standards Division during the Viet-
nam War, and, most recently, a volunteer at
his local elementary school. Mr. Schuck em-
bodies the American spirit, and | am honored
to tell his story here today.

Mr. Schuck was born on August 5, 1919, in
New York City and is the son of a German im-
migrant. Growing up he always had a passion
for aeronautics and mechanics, this led him to
become an aircraft mechanic upon his gradua-
tion from Stewart Tech. He then worked for an
airline where he taught Army mechanics avia-
tion skills. Following this, he joined the Ma-
rines and received the rank of Sergeant out of
boot camp. He was stationed in El Toro, a
Marine Air Station in California.

After the war, he joined the Civil Aero-
nautics Administration where he quickly
moved up the ranks from Maintenance Inspec-
tor to Chief of the General Aviation Mainte-
nance Branch. In 1962, he was selected to at-
tend the War College at Maxwell Air Force
Base and in 1964 was stationed in Hawaii as
Chief of the Flight Standards Division. Here,
his experience and expertise proved invalu-
able during the Vietham War. He has also
held high positions in the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and was instrumental in setting
standards in the Pacific Theater. He received
both an Outstanding Performance Rating and
a Special Achievement Award from the FAA
for his service. He then transitioned to the Ex-
perimental Aircraft Association where he ad-
vised policymakers on aeronautic and aviation
issues for 21 years until his retirement at the
age of 81.

Today, he lives a healthy and happy life and
continues to teach about patriotism and aero-
nautics. As a volunteer at his local elementary
school, he engages with children about our
flag, how airplanes and helicopters fly, and his
love for our country. He is very much appre-
ciated by the students, parents, and faculty
alike.

Madam Speaker, it has been a privilege to
share the story of Mr. Charles Schuck and
recognize his exemplary achievements. On
behalf of a grateful nation, | thank him and
wish him all the best as he reflects on a cen-
tury full of memories.

————

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF FEDEX CUSTOM CRITICAL
CEO, VIRGINIA ADDICOTT

HON. ANTHONY GONZALEZ

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the career of one of
my district’'s most committed leaders, Virginia
Addicott. Since beginning her career at FedEx
Custom Critical in Green, Ohio in 1986, she
has served as vice president of operations
and chief executive officer.

Under her leadership, Ms. Addicott has
helped establish FedEx Custom Critical as
one of Northeast Ohio’s best workplaces. Her
efforts have helped the company receive the
Northcoast 99 award an impressive eighteen
times. Recognized not just for her leadership
locally, but also across the country, she was
a recipient of the 2019 Moves Power Women
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Award. Ms. Addicott’s emphasis on workplace
culture and a teamwork environment serves
as a model for every American business.

In addition to her successful business ca-
reer, Ms. Addicott has been a committed lead-
er in the Northeast Ohio community. She is in-
volved in several philanthropic organizations,
serving on the board of Akron Children’s Hos-
pital, the Greater Akron Chamber, and the
non-profit organization, For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology. She
is also a trustee at her alma mater, Kent State
University.

Without a doubt, Ms. Addicott’s investment
in our community has made a positive impact
on the livelihood of thousands of Ohioans. On
behalf of Ohio’s Sixteenth Congressional Dis-
trict, | offer my sincerest appreciation to Ms.
Addicott for her service and wish her all the
best on her retirement.

PRESIDENT GEORGE H.W. BUSH
AND FIRST SPOUSE BARBARA
BUSH COIN ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 13, 2020

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of Congress, and an admirer and
friend of the Bush Family, | rise in support of
S. 457, “President George H.W. Bush and
First Spouse Barbara Bush Coin Act,” to re-
quire that $1 coins issued during 2020 honor
President George H.W. Bush and bullion coins
issued during 2020 are in honor of Barbara
Bush.

President Bush and First Lady Barbara were
friends of mine, and | have always respected
and admired their service to this country.

President Bush was a heroic naval aviator,
a member of congress, Director of Central In-
telligence Agency, Vice President of the
United States, and the 41st President of the
United States, and First Lady Barbara Bush
was a leading force in our country who worked
to improve literacy and strengthen American
families by her prime example as a mother to
five children and wife to the 41st U.S. Presi-
dent, and mother of sons who were elected
Governor and one of whom was elected the
43rd President of the United States.

President George H.W. Bush moved himself
and his young family to Texas in 1948 and
Texans are very grateful to the Bushes for all
the work they did to improve and strengthen
Texas and the nation during their lives.

The minting of a $1 coin and a bullion coin
to honor these two great Americans will en-
sure that the memory of the 41st President of
the United States, George H.W. Bush, and
First Lady Barbara Bush, will live on and be
celebrated for their hard work and devotion to
the Constitution and our country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from the Chamber on Mon-
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day, January 13, 2020 for the first vote of the
series. Had | been present, | would have
voted “Yea” on Roll Call No 14.

—————

HONORING DR. EARL LENNARD

HON. CHARLIE CRIST

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. CRIST. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in commemorating the memory of Dr. Earl
Lennard for his upstanding service as the Su-
perintendent for Hillsborough County Schools
and Hillsborough Supervisor of Elections.

Dr. Lennard was born on March 22, 1942 in
Tampa, Florida where he grew up with nine
brothers and sisters. He was a part of the first
graduating class of the University of South
Florida, earning his bachelor's degree in edu-
cation in 1963. Dr. Lennard began his teach-
ing career at Ruskin Elementary School, a
temporary position that evolved into a profes-
sion and lifelong passion. In 1996, Dr.
Lennard was named Superintendent of
Hillsborough County Schools, where he estab-
lished magnet schools and the school choice
program, allowing for students to attend
schools that fit their needs best. Additionally,
he oversaw the openings of countless schools
throughout the district to accommodate for the
rapid population growth in my home of Tampa
Bay.

In 2009, | had the honor as Florida’s Gov-
ernor to appoint Dr. Lennard to serve as
Hillsborough Supervisor of Elections. Dr.
Lennard’s civic involvement and commitment
to the Tampa Bay community made my choice
clear. As Supervisor of Elections, Dr. Lennard
worked tirelessly to ensure every citizen had
equal access to the ballot box.

Outside of his professional life, Dr. Lennard
worked to benefit his community by serving as
a Sunday school teacher at Riverview United
Methodist Church, participating in the Brandon
Community Foundation, and helping establish
the Sandy & George Simmons Family Boys &
Girls Club in Riverview. Though he is no
longer with us, the impact of Dr. Lennard, both
in Hillsborough and throughout Tampa Bay,
will be felt for years to come through his dedi-
cation to improving academic opportunities for
students throughout Tampa Bay.

Madam Speaker, please join me once again
to commemorate Dr. Earl Lennard for his serv-
ice and dedication to his community. His lead-
ership and character distinguish him as a true
public servant.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF THE 2020 CALI-
FORNIA DISTINGUISHED

SCHOOLS FROM CALIFORNIA’S
39TH DISTRICT

HON. GILBERT RAY CISNEROS, JR.

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. CISNEROS. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride that | rise today to honor and con-
gratulate ten elementary schools in California’s
39th District for their selection as 2020 Cali-
fornia Distinguished Schools. The California
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Distinguished Schools Program is a compo-
nent of the California School Recognition Pro-
gram and serves to recognize schools that
demonstrate outstanding education programs
and practices. Schools awarded with this dis-
tinction hold the Distinguished School title for
two years. This year, eligible elementary
schools in the State of California were identi-
fied through a multiple measures account-
ability system that examines performance and
progress on state indicators specified on the
California School Dashboard. Schools were
identified and selected within two distinct cat-
egories: Closing the Achievement Gap and
Exceptional Student Performance.

Elementary schools in California’s 39th Dis-
trict awarded this distinction include: Acacia
Elementary School (Fullerton School District),
Blandford Elementary School (Rowland Uni-
fied School District), Buena Terra Elementary
School (Centralia Elementary School District),
Charles G. Emery Elementary (Buena Park El-
ementary School District), Golden Elementary
School (Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified School
District), Hidden Trails Elementary School
(Chino Valley Unified School District), Killian
Elementary School (Rowland Unified School
District), Laguna Road Elementary School
(Fullerton School District), Laurel Elementary
Magnet School of Innovation and Career Ex-
ploration (Brea-Olinda Unified School District),
Mesa Robles School (Hacienda La Puente
Unified School District), Robert C. Fisler
School (Fullerton School District), Wedgeworth
Elementary School (Hacienda La Puente Uni-
fied School District), and Ybarra Academy of
Arts and Technology (Rowland Unified School
District).

As California Distinguished Schools, these
institutions set the standard for an immersive
educational climate bound by a student-driven
learning philosophy. Exceptional student
achievement in each school is a testament to
the efforts made by educators to realign peda-
gogical practices to allow for student em-
powerment and engagement. This relies on a
comprehensive platform that supplements the
breadth of academic rigor with collaboration
and social support. Through programs ranging
from dual immersion to positive behavior inter-
vention, these schools reconcile differences in
theory and praxis to close achievement gaps
and instill traits vital to academic success.
What results is a seamless integration be-
tween teacher guidance and student participa-
tion. It is this attunement to the holistic well-
being of each student that sets Distinguished
Schools apart.

As a strong believer in education and its
life-changing advantages, there is nothing
more pleasing than knowing that the commu-
nity | serve is paving a brighter road for the
academic future of California’s youth. | am
proud of the tireless efforts made by parents,
teachers, administrators, and staff to advance
a scholastic agenda that rewards integrated
educational experiences. Madam Speaker, |
ask that you and my honorable colleagues join
me in congratulating these ten California Dis-
tinguished Schools for this tremendous
achievement in the world of education. | am
wholeheartedly assured in their ability to guide
and leave a lasting impact on the students of
California’s 39th District.
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PASSING OF COURTNEY EVERTS
MYKYTYN

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to share a word about the untimely
passing of Courtney Everts Mykytyn.

In 1954, the United States Supreme Court
unanimously struck down lawful school seg-
regation in the landmark case of Brown v.
Board of Education of Topeka. In a unanimous
decision, the Court stated, “where the state
has undertaken to provide it, [education] is a
right which must be made available to all on
equal terms.” Chief Justice Earl Warren went
on to state that “in the field of public edu-
cation, the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has
no place.”

Courtney founded Integrated Schools in Los
Angeles, California in 2015 to start a grass-
roots movement for school integration. Inte-
grated Schools’ mission states: “America’s
schools are more segregated than before the
Civil Rights Movement. . . . Through national
organizing to promote local action, we support,
educate, develop and mobilize families to “live
their values,” disrupt segregation, and lever-
age their choices for the well-being and fu-
tures for their own children, for all children,
and for our democracy.”

As champion for educational equity, Court-
ney recognized that school integration is one
of the most powerful tools to ensure that all
children have an equal opportunity to reach
their full potential. She understood that the
work of integrating our schools can be uncom-
fortable and complicated, and worked to edu-
cate parents and build community coalitions.
Unlike many school integration efforts that
place burden solely on families of color,
Courtney’s mission was also to challenge
white families to integrate schools. Courtney
was always intentional in her efforts as she
boldly stated: “We’re [white people] the ones
who kind of made it all [school integration] fail.
Really fixing it has to be on us.”

Courtney educated white families about how
true school integration requires both an under-
standing of systemic racism in America and
the careful work of relationship-building free of
self-interested agendas and without employing
a white saviorism mentality. When | think of
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Courtney’s leadership on this important issue,
| am reminded of the Court’s 1971 opinion in
Swann v Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Edu-
cation led by Chief Justice Earl Warren. He
stated, “. . . [A]ll things are not equal in a
system that has been deliberately constructed
and maintained to enforce racial segregation.
The remedy for such segregation may be ad-
ministratively awkward, inconvenient, and
even bizarre in some situations, and may im-
pose burdens on some; but all awkwardness
and inconvenience cannot be avoided . . .”

Courtney understood the consequences of
segregation for children and our democracy.
She often spoke about how segregation un-
dermines our core American ideals of fairness
and equality and worked tireless to help fulfill
the promise of Brown. Courtney emphasized
that integrating schools was not about sac-
rifice, but instead about a commitment to
strengthening our democracy and building a
better society. | hope advocates and families
continue her legacy and commitment of fight-
ing for school integration. Further, | challenge
this body to honor Courtney’s legacy in the
months and years to come by taking the nec-
essary actions to support and advance school
integration.

Madam Speaker, the sadness of the pass-
ing of Courtney Everts Mykytyn is offset by
her transformative work on school integration.
Her death is a great loss to the school integra-
tion movement and our country. She will be
greatly missed. | send my deepest sympathies
to her loved ones, including her husband,
Roman Mykytyn, her two children, Stefan and
Lulu, and the Integrated Schools community.

————

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT OF
2019

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 13, 2020

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a
senior member of congress, | rise in support
of H.R. 4302, the “Homeless Assistance Act,”
which amends the United States Housing Act
of 1937 by adding in a new subsection that
creates a method for information of homeless
individuals to be disclosed promptly from
PHAs to local government and nonprofit orga-
nizations.
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This subsection, subsection ‘C’, would au-
thorize Public Housing Agencies (PHAs) to
disclose relevant client information to local
government entities and nonprofits in order to
facilitate housing and services for individuals
and families experiencing homelessness.

PHAs can play an important role in a local
strategy to end homelessness, however PHAs
are limited by the Federal Privacy Act.

PHAs can receive information on incoming
homeless clients, but they must obtain written
consent from each client before disclosing in-
formation about its client’s housing assistance
with local government entities and nonprofits,
which can serve as an unnecessary barrier.

One of the challenges to serving people
who are experiencing homelessness is coordi-
nating between various local entities that are
working together to provide the necessary
housing and services that cater to the unique
needs of each individual and family.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s 2019 Point-in-Time Homeless
Count & Survey’ collected data showing that
as of April of 2019 there are 3,938 sheltered
and unsheltered residents of Houston experi-
encing homelessness.

The most recent data from the city of Hous-
ton had revealed nearly 69,000 individuals had
signed up for their waitlist to receive housing
assistance.

The Houston Housing Authority (HHA) pro-
vides services to more than 60,000 low-in-
come Houstonians, including over 17,000 fam-
ilies housed through the Housing Choice
Voucher Program and another 5,500 living in
25 public housing and tax credit developments
around the city.

The Homeless Assistance Act assures that
the collection, maintenance, use, and dissemi-
nation of information about clients can be dis-
closed not for public consumption, but to other
home and health services programs for the
benefit of the client.

The implementation of subsection ‘C’ would
allow PHAs to disclose relevant client data
with local government entities and nonprofits
for the limited purpose of facilitating the expe-
dited identification, assessment, and linkage of
individuals experiencing homelessness to
housing and supportive services.

| urge all Members to join me in voting for
H.R. 4302.
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